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The Chimney Sweeper – Answers 

 

1. In William Blake's poem "The Chimney Sweeper," the theme of societal 

injustice and the exploitation of the vulnerable is brought to light. 

2. The purpose of the poem is to shed light on the harsh realities faced by 

these children, highlighting the corruption and cruelty of the industrial era. 

3. The tone of the poem is sombre and melancholic, reflecting the plight of 

the young chimney sweepers who are subjected to lives of hardship and 

suffering. 

4. This poem is critical of the social and economic system that encourages 

injustice. 

5. The chimneys the children are forced to clean. Suggesting the dangers and 

potential death that they face daily. 

6. The angelic figure is the image that highlights the contrast between the 

children’s harsh reality and the promise of redemption and salvation in the 

afterlife. 

7. Tom Dalce, a fellow sweeper, fell asleep and had a dream of being freed 

from his grim circumstances. 

8. The message is that there is hope for liberation from the chains of 

oppression and a renewal and transformation that comes with it. 

9. Tom is a good and obedient person according to the poem in lines 

 

 


