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PERCENTAGE 3 

When you are solving word problems, change the percent to a decimal. Always express your 
answer in a short statement. 

Example: 

 

James has competed in 80 marathons. He has won 60% of all the races he ran. How many races did 
James win? How many races did James lose? 

Answer: 

Find 60% of 80 marathons = 0.6 x 80 = 48 races 

James won 48 races. 

James lost: 80 – 48 = 32 races 

Note: James lost 100% – 60% = 40% races 

Therefore, 40% of 80 = 0.4 x 80 = 32 races 

Exercises 
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1. QUESTION 

 Phil took a test with 20 problems. If he got 35% of the problems wrong, how many problems did 
he get correct? 

   Answer = _________________________ 

 2. QUESTION 

Julia bought a 75 apples. She found 4% of the apples rotten. How many apples were rotten? 

  Answer = ____________________ 
. 

3. QUESTION 

There are 240 students in a school. 45% are boys. How many boys are in the school? 

   Answer = _____________________ 

4. QUESTION 

A car cost $30,000 and loses 5% of its value in one year. How much value will the car lose in one 
year? 

 
 
Answer = _____________________ 
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5. QUESTION 

Mona and Vincent are buying a house. The house cost $750,000.  They require a 20% down 
payment to secure a loan for the house. How many dollars are required for the down payment? 

  Answer = __________________ 

6. QUESTION 

A family spends 25% of its household income on food.  If the family’s monthly income is $10,500 
how much money is spent on food? 

Answer =__________________ 

6. QUESTION 

Julia picked 35% of zabocas from her avocado tree. If the tree yielded 85 zabocas, how many were 
not picked? She will sell each zaboca for $4. How much would the picked fruit earn her? 

 

 

Answer = _____________________ 


