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HARRY AND ANNIE 

ACTIVITY 1: 

Read the story below. Read aloud then answer the questions that follow. 

Notes for reading: Preview the text to be read. Before you start reading, ask yourself, 

what does the author want me to think or feel? Do I agree with the author? While you 

read pay close attention to the details presented in the text. 

 

 

HARRY AND ANNIE 

Harry and Annie lived a mile from town, but they went there to school every 

day. It was a pleasant walk down the lane, and through the meadow by the pond. I 
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hardly know whether they liked it better in summer or in winter. They used to pretend 

that they were travellers exploring a new country, and would scatter leaves on the 

road that they might find their way back again. When the ice was thick and firm, they 

went across the pond. But their mother did not like to have them do this unless 

someone was with them. “Don’t go across the pond today, children,” she said, as she 

kissed them and bade them good-bye one morning; “it is beginning to thaw.” 

“All right, mother,” said Harry, not very good- naturedly, for he was very fond 

of running and sliding on the ice. When they came to the pond, the ice looked hard 

and safe. “There,” said he to his sister, “I knew it hadn’t thawed any. Mother is always 

afraid we shall be drowned. Come along, we will have a good time sliding. The school 

bell will not ring for an hour at least.” 

“But you promised mother,” said Annie. 

“No, I didn’t. I only said ‘All right,’ and it is all right.” 

“I didn’t say anything; so I can do as I like,” said Annie. So they stepped on the 

ice, and started to go across the pond. They had not gone far before the ice gave way, 

and they fell into the water. A man, who was at work near the shore, heard the 

screams of the children, and plunged into the water to save them. Harry managed to 

get to the shore without any help, but poor Annie was nearly drowned before the man 

could reach her. Harry went home almost frozen, and told his mother how disobedient 

he had been. He remembered the lesson learned that day as long as he lived. 

ACTIVITY 2 

 

Worksheet Activity: Harry and Annie – Word SearchDownload 
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DISCUSSIONS AND COMPREHENSON QUESTIONS 

1. What did mother tell the children when they left home? 

 

2. Why did the children go on the ice? 

 

3. What lesson did the children learn that day? 

 

4. Pretend you are one of the children. Write a letter to the man who saved you. 

 


