Case Study: The Missing Lunch

Scenario Description:

In Mrs. Johnson's third-grade class, a lunch box goes missing during lunchtime. The lunch box
belonged to Sam, who had carefully packed his favorite sandwich, an apple, and a cookie. The
classroom is buzzing with theories as to what happened. Some students speculate that Tom, who has
a reputation for being mischievous, took it. Others defend Tom, saying he wouldn’t do that. Mrs.
Johnson decides to address the situation and ask the class to gather facts to figure out what
happened.

Goudals of this exercise:
- To analyze the situation of fairness in judgment.
- To understand the consequences of assumptions and accusations without evidence.

Suggested Analysis Questions:
1. What facts do we have about the missing lunch box?
- Discuss who was present at lunch, and any relevant actions.

2. What assumptions are being made about Tom?
- Explore what leads students to assume Tom might be the culprit.

3. How can we gather more information before making a judgment
- Consider ways to ask questions and seek evidence.

4. What would be a fair way to resolve this situation?
- Discuss alternatives to accusations, like searching together or asking questions.

5. What are the feelings of Sam, Tom, and other classmates involved?
- Encourage empathy by discussing how each person might feel about the
situation.

Consequences of Unfair Judgment:

- If the class decides to accuse Tom without sufficient evidence, what might be the consequences for
him?

- How might this affect the friendships between classmates?

- What might happen to Sam if he feels unsupported in his loss?

Reflection Questions:
1. What would have happened if the judgment had been made
without gathering all the facts?




- Encourage students to think about the potential fallout from jumping to conclusions.

2. How might Tom feel if he were accused unfairly?
- Discuss the emotional impact of false accusations.

3. What could we learn from this situation to prevent unfair judgments in the future?
- Explore how understanding and communication are vital.

Class Presentation:
- A debate where one side argues for a quick judgment and the other side argues for a fairer
approach.

By presenting, students will reinforce their understanding of fairness, empathy, and critical thinking
skills while actively engaging with their peers.
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