
SPANISH Greeting people.



HOW TO GREET PEOPLE IN SPANISH

Generally, you can great people by 
saying:

Hola.

Note the “h” is silent, it is not 
pronounced.
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Depending on the time of day you can also 
say:

Buenos días .

Note: This literally means good day, but 
it is also used to say “Good morning”.

Buenos días
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Next, depending on the time we can also 
say:

Buenas tardes.

Note: This means good afternoon or 
good evening, when you can still see 
sunlight outside.

Buenos tardes
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Now, if it is dark we would then say:

Buenas noches.

Note: This means good night and it is 
used when you meet someone at 
night or when you are going to bed.

Buenas noches.
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Remember, you may greet friend and older 
people. When you meet older people you 
need to be respectful and use the words:

Señor/Señorita/ 
Señora

Note: This means Mister/Miss/Mistress 
(Mrs.)

Greetings.
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Let’s practice greeting people you may 
meet. Say hello to the man.

Hola, Señor.

Greetings
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How would you greet this lady?

Hola, Señorita.

Greetings.
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How would you greet your friend?

Hola, amiga.

Note: “Amiga” means friend in 
Spanish. It is used for a female friend.

Greetings.
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How would you greet your friend?

Hola, amigo.

Note: “Amigo” means friend in 
Spanish. It is used for a male friend.

Greetings.
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How would you greet your teacher?

Hola, Profesor.

Note: “Profesor” means teacher in 
Spanish.

Greetings.
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Now, let’s greet Lucia as if you meet her 
in the evening.

Buenas tardes, 
Lucia.

Note: This means “Good evening, 
Lucia”.

Greetings.
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Now, let’s greet Mr. Castillo as if you 
meet him in the morning.

Buenos días, 
Señor Castillo.

Note: This means “Good morning, Mr. 
Castillo”.

Greetings.
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Now, let’s tell Mr. Iglesia good night, as 
you are about to go to bed.

Buenas noches, 
Señor Iglesia.

Note: This means “Good night, Mr. 
Iglesia. 

Greetings.
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Now, let’s tell Mrs. Iglesia good evening, 
as you now meet her in the park.

Buenas tardes,  
Señora Iglesia.

Note: This means “Good evening, 
Mrs. Iglesia”.

Greetings.
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You are now meeting your Spanish 
teacher for a morning class. How do you 
greet him?

Buenos días, 
profesor. 
Note: This means “Good morning, Sir 
or teacher”.

Greetings.
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Did you enjoy this lesson?

Sí o no?

Es todo por hoy.

That’s it for today. See you later!


