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Gradation is a scale or series that show a gradual change.  

 

For example: You can place a group of words to show a degree of change: baby, child, 

boy, youth, man. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Place the following words in order of smallest first. 

 

sea 

spring 

river 

ocean 

stream 
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Place the following words in order of smallest first. 

 

cup 

tub 

kettle 

teapot 

pail 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Place the following words in order of smallest first. 

 

sentence 

paragraph 

letter 

word 

chapter 
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Place the following words in order of smallest first. 

 

gill 

quart 

pint 

bushel 

gallon 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Place the following words in order of smallest first. 

 

million 

ten 

hundred 

one 

thousand 
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Place the following words in order of smallest first. 

 

kilometre 

centimetre 

metre 

millimetre 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Place the following words in order of smallest first. 

 

second 

week 

hour 

day 

minute 
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Place the following words in order of smallest first. 

 

yard 

mile 

inch 

foot 

furlong 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Place the following words in order of smallest first. 

 

whispered  

talked  

shrieked 

roared 

shouted 
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Place the following words in order of smallest first. 

 

yodelled 

crooned 

hummed 

sang 

lilted 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Place the following words in order of least first. 

  

chuckled laughed 

smiled giggled 

guffawed 
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Place the following words in order of smallest first. 

  sheep   

cat 

mouse  

elephant 

cow 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Place the following words in order of smallest first. 

 

ostrich 

turkey 

pigeon 

hen 

hummingbird 

robin 
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Place the following words in order of 

smallest first. 

plankton 

cod 

shark 

sardine 

whale 

haddock 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

Place the following words in order of least first. 

 

marched 

sauntered 

strode 

walked 

shuffled 

 



Name: _____________________________________________________ 
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Place the following words in order of smallest first. 

 

strode 

cantered 

trotted 

walked 

galloped 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Place the following words in order of smallest first. 

 

glimpsed 

glanced 

gazed 

stared 

looked 

 



Name: _____________________________________________________ 
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