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Here are some recommendations for children who cannot read or understand grade level text: 

1. Identify the root cause: Understanding why the child is struggling is crucial. It could be 

due to learning disabilities like dyslexia, language barriers, lack of foundational skills, or 

simply a need for more practice and support. 

2. Individualized Learning Plan: Work with the child's teacher or a specialist to develop 

an individualized learning plan tailored to their needs. This plan should include specific 

goals, strategies, and resources to support their reading development. 

3. Multisensory Approach: Incorporate multisensory techniques into reading activities. 

This could involve using visual aids, hands-on activities, and auditory cues to reinforce 

learning. 

4. Start with simpler texts: Begin with texts that are below the child's current reading level 

to build confidence and gradually increase difficulty as they progress. 

5. Break it down: Teach the child strategies for breaking down text into smaller chunks, 

such as identifying keywords, using context clues, and summarizing main ideas. 

6. Vocabulary development: Focus on building the child's vocabulary by introducing new 

words in context, using visual aids, and providing opportunities for practice through 

games and activities. 

7. Read aloud: Reading aloud to the child can help improve comprehension and expose 

them to more complex language and ideas than they might encounter on their own. 

8. Encourage practice: Encourage the child to read regularly, even if it's just for a few 

minutes each day. Provide a variety of reading materials, including books, articles, and 

magazines, to keep them engaged. 

9. Use technology: Explore educational apps, websites, and software designed to improve 

reading skills. These tools often provide interactive activities and personalized feedback. 

10. Provide support and encouragement: Be patient and supportive as the child works to 

improve their reading skills. Celebrate their progress and provide positive reinforcement 

to keep them motivated. 

 

Remember, every child learns at their own pace, so it's important to be patient and persistent in 

supporting their reading development. 
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Here are some recommendations for children who can read and understand grade-level text 

fluently but struggles a bit with grasping the main ideas or details: 

1. Active Reading Strategies: Encourage the child to actively engage with the text while 

reading. This could involve taking notes, highlighting key points, or asking questions to 

improve comprehension and retention. 

2. Summarization: Teach the child how to summarize the main ideas and details of a text 

in their own words. This can help them better understand and remember the information. 

3. Discussion and Reflection: Encourage the child to discuss what they've read with others 

or reflect on it independently. This can deepen their understanding and help them make 

connections to their own experiences or prior knowledge. 

4. Set Reading Goals: Work with the child to set specific reading goals, such as reading a 

certain number of pages or articles each week. Regular reading practice is essential for 

improving comprehension and vocabulary. 

5. Find Interesting Material: Help the child find English books or articles that align with 

their interests and hobbies. When reading is enjoyable and relevant to their lives, they're 

more likely to engage with it regularly. 

6. Variety of Reading Material: Encourage the child to explore a variety of genres and 

topics to broaden their reading experience. This can help expand their vocabulary and 

deepen their understanding of different subjects. 

7. Use Technology: Utilize online resources, audiobooks, or digital reading platforms to 

make reading more accessible and convenient for the child. Technology can also provide 

interactive features and multimedia content to enhance comprehension. 

8. Model Reading Behaviour: Set a positive example by reading regularly yourself and 

discussing what you're reading with the child. Seeing reading as a valued and enjoyable 

activity can motivate them to engage with it more frequently. 

9. Create a Reading Routine: Establish a regular time and place for reading each day to 

help make it a habit. Consistency is the key for developing strong reading skills. 

10. Provide Encouragement and Support: Offer praise and encouragement to the child as 

they work to improve their reading habits and comprehension skills. Celebrate their 

progress and provide support whenever they encounter challenges. 
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By implementing these strategies and providing support, you can help the child develop 

stronger reading habits and improve their comprehension skills over time. 

 


